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Work, events and discussions

May 

The guides visited for some work experience. They watered and cleared around many of the young trees

May 22
Ross Hawarth discovered that there had been another bonfire, this time near the Don Jeffkins seat. Ross kindly removed the rubbish of bottles, cans etc.


June 3
The path to Snakemoor is finished apart from a few minor items. Seasons Landscapes led by David Hollick, have done an excellent Job.

June 10
4 or 5 of the class groups from the Junior School visited for nature studies. I met one group who came to sketch the many different plants at the reserve. These visits would not have taken place without the path.

June 10
AnnMary counted 21 plant species in the meadow as observed from the path. 

June
Rita Lewis kindly donated the collection at Freds funeral to a bird project at Snakemoor. We are thinking of providing an information board about the Snakemoor birds. Fred enjoyed birds making the project a good  memory of Fred. The donation amounted to £320.

June/July
Two Friday evening bonfires were held at Snakemoor despite the gate notice saying that fires are not allowed. Rubbish was left including broken bottles thrown on the fire. There were 2 more fires on the following Friday and Saturday evenings Thanks to Ros Hawarth who cleared the rubbish. The police and fire services are aware and concerned. PCSO Sue Jones will keep a watch with visits.

July  26
Michael borrowed equipment and cut the meadow. Ian Parkinson dried and bailed the hay. About 63 bails achieved. About 50 bails were collected by The Horse Trust (Home for retired horses) and David Hollick collected the remainder. (David will provide trees when neeeded).

Aug 14
Robyn with support from the Big Lottery Fund and the Haddenham Beer Festival held a party at the reserve to celebrate the opening of a new path to Snakemoor. At last we have a safe and pleasant route from the station to the reserve. Around 100 supporters attended. Ricky Jeffrey provided an excellent pig roast and vegetarian kebabs.

The path was opened by Michael Whitney by cutting a garland of Ivy strung across the path. Michael had in the early years from 1987 ensured that the nature reserve became a reality. He thanked Robyn for taking on the management 17 years ago and now securing the new path.

At the reserve Councillor Margaret Aston in speaking for the councils said how they had all been pleased to support the new path and how it was recognised that the nature reserve had become a real asset to the area.

Lady Cynthia Floud, Chairman of the Haddenham Safe Walking & Cycling Group, said that the group was pleased to have yet another path adding to several created in the last 10 years. She said that there is still more to achieve and indeed stressed the need to get a safe cycle route to Thame for which there is overwhelming support from the village and Thame.

Funding for the path was provided by:

The Big Lottery Fund via Groundwork UK; Haddenham Beer Festival; McCormick UK: Bedfordshire and Luton Community Foundation with Luton Airport; Haddenham Parish Council and Village Society; Haddeham Mummers and the Hall House Book Sale; BCC and AVDC.

Aug
George & Maggi Spicer strimmed the pond banks etc and around the small weir in the ditch near the bottom of the meadow.

Sept 24
Another productive work session with 17 good workers and as usual the sun shone (just). Further clearance made to the pond and around many of the young yew and spindle trees. A plumb tree with broken branches (due to the weight of fruit) was cleaned up. Dickon Johnston kindly came with the necessary equipment and cut down an unwanted tree. David Rankin planted one of his pot grown Rowans at the Snakemoor end of the new path. Pete Summerskill came at cake time to apologise for not turning up. Earlier in the morning Ross Hawarth had cleared up after yet another bonfire and drink session the night before. Martin Green both helped clear and took photographs. Chris was away for the weekend but cooked cakes in advance. Other workers were: Chris Young, Wendy & Daniel Sweetman, Jim Robinson, AnnMary Johnston, Ann & Tony Warris, Peter Quilleash, Sam & Lucy Pike, Andy Hardy and Jennifer Evan.


