HADDENHAM ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON FRIDAY, 8TH MAY, 2009 AT 8 PM IN HADDENHAM COMMUNITY JUNIOR SCHOOL

1. Present : Cllrs. Mrs. Aston Chairman of the Parish Council as Chairman of the Meeting. Mr. Adlard, Mr. Armer, Mr. Austin-Crowe, Mr. Cousins, Mrs. Goss, Mrs. Talbot, Mr. Rhodes, Mr. Truesdale, Mr. Young.  36 members of the public.

Apologies : Mr.J. Wheeler, Mr. D. Rankin, Mr. J. Heydon, Mr. D. Clarke.

2. MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 9TH MAY 2008

The minutes of the meeting held on 9th May, 2008 were proposed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

3. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES – CHAIRMAN – MIKE COUSINS

The precept for the year ending 31st March, 2009 was £82,000.  There was an overspend of £35.81 and a balance in hand of £98,215.65.  This balance includes proposed expenditure of £48,000 for building a Handyman’s Store and Workshop, £10,000 towards a safe area for crossing at Fort End, £1500 towards a Youth Worker and £2000 for maintenance of the BMX track.  The Precept for 2009/10 has been set at £81,999.  During the year we welcomed Ruth Talbot and Bill Rhodes in becoming Parish Councillors and we were sorry that Ricky Jeffrey had to leave us.  Thanks were given to Mrs. Dharamshi for the internal audit of the Parish Council accounts.

CHARITIES – BANKS PARK TRUST 

This charity is responsible for the upkeep of the outside of the Village Hall  complex and Banks Park and the outside of the Pavilion and Playing Field.   We have representatives on the VHMC who are Mrs. Aston and Mr. Rhodes.  Negotiations to construct a workshop for the Handyman combined with work to the Scout & Guide Centre did not come to fruition and it has been decided that both parties will go their own way.  Our Surveyor has been asked to draw up a plan for the siting of the workshop between the S&GC and the Dentist.  Two major projects are planned for the Playing Field.  The first is complete refurbishment of the Children’s Play Area.  This is dependant of the S106 money which AVDC holds for the Thame Road development and is to be used for leisure within the village.  The second project is by the Haddenham Safe Walking & Cycling Group who plan a community path/cycleway from Woodways to Willis Road to provide a safer route between the three schools.  The Parish Council will take on maintenance responsibility for the path.  The Statement of Accounts for the year ended 31.3.09. were presented.  Mr. Cousins thanked all Parish Councillors for their care during the year.
Questions raised by the public:

Mr. Sloan asked why the Parish Council was having to pay for white line markings on the road junctions at Wykeham Way and Sheerstock with Thame Road.  Parish Council had requested to prevent commuter cars parking too close to the junctions.  BCC did not have sufficient funds available and asked for a contribution.

It was asked if it was intended to use any of the existing play equipment in the proposed new scheme.  Two pieces would be retained or reused elsewhere.  Mr. Thorogood suggested village children are asked what they would like to see.  A survey had been undertaken and responses had been received from 310 children and 230 parents.

ALLOTMENTS – CHAIRMAN – JOHN WHEELER

Over 20 new plots have been renovated over the past year.  There are currently 16 on the waiting list.  A new plan of the allotment site has been drawn up.  The hedge on the Sheerstock footpath has had section of post and rail added and this helps with security on the site.  Allotment holders were requested not to push through the hedge to gain access to their allotments.  Tree works has also been undertaken.  A new pest control contract has been negotiated and it appears that the rodent problem has been vastly reduced.  Thanks were given to Secretary John Wilson, Mike Whitney and Jim Ayers for their assistance during the year.  Mr. Whitney said the allotments have been transformed over the last 6 months and he would like to give up some of his paddock for more allotment plots.  An allotment holder had asked if consideration could be given to a meeting hut for plant swap/tea/social!!

SNAKEMOOR – ROBYN THOROGOOD

Snakemoor celebrates 22nd anniversary this year.  Substantial donations have been received from Haddenham & District Rotary Club, Haddenham Beer Festival, Princes Risborough U3A and individuals, raising £850.  It is hoped this money will be used towards a footpath to the Reserve.  Snakemoor is on AVDC’s and Green Dragon website and there will be a photographic entry on the Parish Council’s website.  Thanks were given to all who help – Martin Green for photography and the production of DVD’s.  Mr. Ayers who has recently repaired the “Don Jefkins” seat.  Mr. Thorogood and all the volunteers who help at Snakemoor were thanked for all their hard work and Christine Thorogood for providing the welcome refreshments.
ENVIRONMENTAL – CHAIRMAN – CHRIS YOUNG

The year started well with Haddenham winning the Best Kept Village Tindall Cup.  John Wheeler, Jim Ayers and all volunteers who assist at the regular litter picks in the village were thanked for keeping the village clean and tidy.  Many of the problems reported from the Village Audit, undertaken by Parish Councillors and volunteers have been remedied.  Villagers were reminded to keep their hedges trimmed back to ensure people can use footpaths without encountering obstructions.  Dog owners appear to be more responsible for cleaning up after their dogs.  Problems had been encountered with rats around the village ponds.  A local person has been engaged who regularly bates the ponds and allotments to control this problem.  The Parish Council is not responsible, however, for pest control on private properties.  Speeding and car parking is an ongoing problem.  Most lorries are now using the new road from the A418 to the airfield industry – this is to be known as Pegasus Way.  Mr. Truesdale had attended a seminar at Lord Williams’s school at which Haddenham children highlighted their concerns about crossing the road at Fort End.  Discussions have been held with BCC engineers to try to resolve this situation and the Parish Council has agreed that a survey should be undertaken  by Jacobs to produce a scheme.  The Parish Council has formally agreed to support the Thame to Haddenham cycleway along the Scotsgrove Mill route.  Discussions have been held with AVDC regarding improving the access to Snakemoor.  Thanks were given to all volunteers for their involvement with projects in the village and to the Beer Festival who have given £45,000 to institutions in the village over the last 5 years.
TREE WARDEN’S REPORT – DAVID RANKIN
During the next tree planting season trees will be planted at various locations in the village.  Advice has been given and in some instances with assistance for the tree officer at AVDC and tree surgery carried out where necessary.  Children from the reception classes at St. Mary’s and the County First Schools have planted trees for the tree nursery with each child receiving a certificate and photograph of the occasion.  Again the event was sponsored by Haddenham and District Rotary Club.  Unfortunately the proposal to replace the damaged trees at the Health Centre has not been given the go-ahead and the management team will be approached again to see if we can move forward with future tree planting.  Mr. Rankin was thanked for his excellent work with the trees in the village.
STREET LIGHT REPORT – ROGER HANNAFORD

The council aims to reduce energy use as far as is consistent with reasonable safe lighting and has therefore resisted adding new lights.  Where old ones have needed replacement we have opted for more energy efficient ones.  Within the Conservation Area, classical-pattern lanterns are gradually being introduced as old ones become irrepairable.  The many new lights by the station, footpath and airfield road were installed and paid for by BCC.  Our existing lights will be taken down and returned to our contractor for spares.  During the year 80 faults have been reported to our contractors.  Their charge for attendance has been fixed for some years but has now increased.  Street lights not working can be reported to the Clerk or Mr. Hannaford but please give as precise details as possible.  Thanks were given to Mr. Hannaford.

PLANNING – CHAIRMAN – DAVID TRUESDALE

102 applications were viewed in the last 12 months.  Principle developments were Spicer Hallfield site where several meetings have been held with the architect David Parker and the developer W.E. Black.  An application for 50 homes has been made and the Parish Council supports the scheme in principle.  Our comments helped secure the wall to Banks road and hopefully the reinstatement of a more traditional design for the proposed flats adjoining the dentist’s surgery rather than the contemporary look suggested by AVDC.  It is understood clearance of the site will commence in the next few months, but there may be some delay before building work starts.
Thame Road paddock site – the architect and developer are the same as at Spicer Hallfield.  Again we have had several meetings and supported plans for 31 homes.  Work has commenced and we have proposed “Wirethorn Furlong” as the name of the development.
Willis Road garage site has been completed with 5 properties built by Hastoe Housing Association.  This development has been named Hedge Furlong.

The A418 link road to the industrial estate is now open and we have proposed the name of Pegasus Way to commemorate the site’s World War II airborne forces association.

We have seen applications for the subdividing of plots for 16 Yolsum Close, demolition of bungalow to provide one detached and 2 semi-detached houses.  Land behind 10 Thame Road for a single house.  40 Thame Road decision awaited to demolish house and replace with 6 one bed flats.  49 Thame Road to erect a detached house in garden.  Two applications that will significantly improve prominent sites in the Conservation Area are a proposal to redevelop the long derelict garage at Townsend Green with a house and renovation of 15 Church End.

The Conservation Area Review has been approved by AVDC.  We met with Chiltern Railways regarding their proposal to build a modular steel deck over part of the existing car park to create another 226 spaces.  The South East Plan was published on Wednesday.  4700 homes are proposed between now and 2026 in the rural areas of Aylesbury Vale.

Mr. Thorogood asked if we had achieved getting a footpath access into Stockwell from the Spicer Hallfield development.  This has been requested.  Mr. Landon enquired about the S106 money of the Town & Country Planning Act.  Developers of sites have to contribute to leisure facilities for the village.  The amount is dependant on the size of the development.

COMMUNICATIONS – CHAIRMAN – ADRIAN AUSTIN-CROWE

Four Newsletters have been produced during the year and the size has been increased.  Adverts were incorporated in the Newsletter for the first time in the April issue.  The income from the adverts is designed to make the publication self-funding.  This year the website went live but still needs some adjustments.  We are looking for a volunteer to maintain and post documents on the site.  Thanks to all who help with the production and distribution of the Newsletter.  All contributions and comments are welcome.

PAROCHIAL CHARITIES – JOHN LANDON

A healthy balance was reported for the year ending 30th September, 2008 and grateful thanks were given for the continuing financial help from the Parish Council, Haddenham Lodge of Freemasons, the Thame Probus Club and Haddenham beer Festival.  The money is distributed to applicants at Christmas.  Thanks to Trustees for all their assistance.

VILLAGE HALL – CHAIRMAN – JOHN HEYDON
Major work to the Village Hall was to the roof and completion of skylight replacements – thanks to Parish Council for this work.  Hiring charges have been revised.  Haddenham Beer Festival has given a grant for 14 new round tables and these have now been purchased.  Negotiations continue with Bucks County Council’s Children Centre for a more permanent use of The Walter Rose Room.  All relevant paperwork regarding changes made to the Trust Deed agreed at last year’s AGM and all relevant returns have now been submitted to The Charity Commissioner.  AGM to be held on 13th May.
PLAYING FIELD – CHAIRMAN – MARGARET ASTON

The Tennis Club lease has come up for renewal and is with our solicitors at the moment.  It is anticipated this will be completed shortly.  The lease regarding the airfield football pitch has been held up by Landmatch’s solicitors and it is hoped this is nearing completion.  The new pitch has been reseeded and fenced and is well used.  Thanks to Paul Thres and Mark Nicholson.  The Parish Council invested in a set of gang mowers and this has made mowing the Playing Field much easier and quicker.  There were major problems with the drains at the Pavilion but this has been resolved.  Thanks to the secretary, Rod Aitkin for his help during the year.

YOUTH CENTRE – REPORT BY DAVID TRUESDALE

The Parish Council has a representative on the Management Committee and provides some financial support.  Bucks County Council have a new youth staff team in place headed by Di Gosling and we contributed £1500 towards this cost.  The Centre has been redecorated with new curtains and soft furnishings and the cleaning has greatly improved.  Since September a senior Club has met regularly, although numbers are low.  A group is also participating in the Duke of Edinburgh Award.  The Centre continues to be used as a meeting venue for a variety of village organisations.  Thanks to David Palmer for his continued work in chairing the Management Committee.
CHAIRMAN’S  REPORT – MARGARET ASTON
It is with great sadness to report that Gordon Playle who was a Parish Councillor for 8 years sadly died in April.  Another said occurrence was that Ricky Jeffrey, the youngest person ever to stand for the Council had to resign due to family commitments.  It is hoped he will return to the Council at some time in the future.   We have now co-opted two new Councillors – Ruth Talbot and Bill Rhodes.  The Council has seen another busy year. We won a category in the Best Kept Village Competition.  The village sign has been installed at Church End and it is hoped two brass plates with the dates of winning the Best Kept Village Competition will be attached.  Adrian does a splendid job in producing the Newsletter and thanks to all who assist.  Litter picks are held, thanks to Mike Cousins and Chris Young which are extremely well supported with between 25-30 volunteers assisting.  Dog mess is a problem along Stockwell and it has been agreed to install another bin at the Crabtree end.  There are many bins around the village for the use of dog walkers but it is a mystery as to why some pick up but throw the bags into hedges or into people’s gardens.  Potholes are a continuing problem and work will be undertaken on Aston and Stanbridge Roads.  There are a few problems with graffiti, vandalism and burglary in the village but we have two excellent PCSO’s, Suzan Jones and Caroline Day who attend problems promptly.  Thanks to Robyn Thorogood, David Rankin, Roger Hannaford and Joan Dharamshi who undertakes our internal audit and also to Jim Ayers and John Wheeler.  Thanks also to all Councillors for their support during the year and to the Clerk Gill Dudley.
Meeting closed at 9.45 pm
